A clinico-pathological analysis of seventeen cases of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma involving the orbit.
Seventeen patients with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma involving the orbit were studied. There were 12 males and 5 females and their median age was 53 years. Three cases were classified as stage I, two as stage II and 12 as stage IV. The histology was small lymphocytic type in 4 of the 5 stage I and II cases, and immunophenotyping, confirming their B-cell origin, was performed in two of these cases. All stage I and II patients responded favourably to local radiotherapy alone. The 12 stage IV patients had a marked male predominance and more commonly an intermediate grade histology and T-immunophenotype. Several of the orbital lesions seemed to represent extension of nasal lymphomas. The stage IV patients had a poorer survival than the stage I and II patients but the difference was not statistically significant, probably due to the small number of patients.